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Van Wert County Reports Fifth COVID-19 Death 10-22-2020 

 
On October 22, 2020, the Van Wert County General Health District reports the death of a fifth Van Wert 
County resident who tested positive for COVID-19.  The Van Wert County General Health District would 
like to express our deepest sympathies for the family and friends of the person.  The person was in the 
age range of 100-110 years.   
 
As indicated in the last two weeks, the spread of COVID-19 has increased drastically in Van Wert County 
and the number does not appear to be slowing.  The Van Wert County Health Department has a small 
number of staff members and the increase in case load has been difficult to manage.  We are asking our 
community to help by doing the following: 

• Stay home if you are sick, especially if you are waiting for test results. 

• If you receive a positive test result, isolate immediately. 

• Begin to make a list of contacts.  This includes people you were close to (less than 6 feet for 
more than 15 minutes) for 2 days prior to when symptoms started or if asymptomatic, for 2 days 
prior to positive test results. 

• Alert contacts if possible and ask them to quarantine. 

• Please be patient with our staff, as we are trying to contact people as quickly as possible.     
 
Please continue to help slow and prevent the spread of COVID-19 by staying home if sick, washing your 
hands, wearing a mask when you’re out, and keep at least 6 feet of distance between you and anyone 
who is not in your household.  Please keep your gatherings small and spread out.     
  
The Van Wert County Health Department is releasing statistics weekly on Thursday.  Again, our staff is 
small and it is difficult to release updates daily.  For daily updates, visit the www.coronavirus.ohio.gov 
site and click on the dashboard.  The dashboard shows TOTAL cases when Van Wert County is selected, 
and you must select CONFIRMED to see the difference in confirmed versus probable cases. 
 
If you have questions about COVID-19, contact the Van Wert County General Health District at 419-238-
0808.  For information on COVID-19 including ways you can prepare and help protect the health of 
yourself and others, go to www.coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634). 
Information and resources are also available from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at 
www.coronavirus.gov.            
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